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NEW ZEALAND FOOD & GROCERY COUNCIL




Consultation on the Review of Food Labelling Law and Policy

20 November 2009
The New Zealand Food & Grocery Council (the “FGC”) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Consultation on the Review of Food Labelling Law and Policy (the “Consultation”) prepared by Food Standards Australia and New Zealand (“FSANZ”).

The FGC represents the major manufacturers and suppliers of food, beverage and grocery products in New Zealand.  FGC member companies supply over 95 percent of the processed food and beverages supplied to the grocery retail industry and over 70 percent of supermarket packaged good sales.
The FGC understand that the Consultation is seeking to inform key stakeholders that a comprehensive review of food labelling law and policy, which will consider options to reduce the regulatory burden in food labelling without compromising public health, is underway.

The FGC wishes to raise the following points in relation to the Consultation:
· The FGC agrees that food labelling requirements impose significant costs on manufacturers and that regulations concerning labelling should be effective at achieving their policy purpose and should  not impose an unjustifiable regulatory burden on business;
· The FGC strongly agrees with the statement that there is a limit to the amount of information on labels that potential consumers can absorb;

· The FGC understands that labels must not contain misleading or deceptive statements about their content and submits that industry should be permitted to provide truthful statements about the healthy benefits of certain foods to afford consumers the ability to make an informed choice; and
· The FGC supports the conducting of this review, which will consider options to reduce the regulatory burden in food labelling.
The FGC is very interested in the outcome of the Consultation and wishes to remain aware of any developments as and when they occur.
For further information, please contact:

Philippa Gordon

Legal Advisor – Regulatory Affairs

New Zealand Food & Grocery Council

philippa.gordon@fgc.org.nz
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