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NEW ZEALAND FOOD & GROCERY COUNCIL




Consultation on the Amendment to Group Standards: Extension of Alternative Labelling Provisions
12 February 2010
The New Zealand Food & Grocery Council (the “FGC”) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Consultation on the Amendment to Group Standards: Extension of Alternative Labelling Provisions (the “Consultation”) prepared by the Environmental Risk Management Authority (“ERMA”).

The FGC represents the major manufacturers and suppliers of food, beverage and grocery products in New Zealand.  FGC member companies supply over 95 percent of the processed food and beverages supplied to the grocery retail industry and over 65 percent of supermarket packaged good sales.

The FGC wishes to raise the following points in relation to the Consultation:
· The FGC is strongly in favour of the application to amend the group standard labelling provisions submitted by ACCORD Australasia LTD in January 2009;

· The FGC agrees that it is appropriate to extend the time for the exemption from labelling requirements from 31 December 2010 to 31 December 2020 so that other trading partners have the opportunity to align themselves with the UN Globally Harmonised System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (the “GHS”). However, our preference is to delete the expiry date altogether as this would remove the requirement for another application for amendment should the implementation of the GHS by New Zealand’s major trading partners not occur before any expiry date that would otherwise be established;
· The FGC believes that it is not good practice to adopt new requirements at a time when GHS provisions have not yet been finalised on an international level;
· The FGC submits that if the exemption from labelling requirements of a group standard is not extended in NZ then many of our members will be required to have more than one label for their products. This will pose large and unnecessary compliance costs on our members which may end up being passed on to the consumer and furthermore may restrict the number of products made available in New Zealand. Due to the small size of the New Zealand market in many cases it may not be appropriate or commercially viable to run limited production runs and re-label specifically for the New Zealand market and the FGC strongly believes that this would be detrimental for all New Zealanders; and
· The FGC is concerned that if the amendment is not accepted then many of the industry will be unable to remain compliant and this has huge health and safety issues for the New Zealand public.
The FGC is very interested in the results of the Consultation and wishes to remain aware of any developments as and when they occur. The FGC does wish to speak in support of our submission at a public hearing should it be decided to hold one, however, is not concerned if a public hearing is deemed unnecessary to the process which has already been well canvassed.
For further information, please contact:

Philippa Gordon

Legal Advisor – Regulatory Affairs

New Zealand Food & Grocery Council

3-11 Hunter Street

Wellington

04 473 9223
3 - 11 Hunter Street, �PO Box 1925, Wellington.    �Tel. +64 4 473 9223    �Fax. +64 4 496 6550    �Email. admin@fgc.org.nz    �www.fgc.org.nz


 �


o


PAGE  
2

