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The New Zealand Food & Grocery Council (the “FGC”) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Domestic Food Review – Transition and Implementation Discussion Paper (the “Paper”) prepared by the New Zealand Food Safety Authority (the “NZFSA”).

The FGC represents the major manufacturers and suppliers of food, beverage and grocery products in New Zealand.  FGC member companies supply over 95 percent of the processed food and beverages supplied to the grocery retail industry and over 65 percent of supermarket packaged good sales.
The FGC understands that the Food Bill (the “Bill”) has been redrafted in light of the current Government’s regulatory reform programme that addresses the regulatory burdens faced by New Zealand businesses. Furthermore the redrafting of the Bill has shifted the focus from Food Control Plans (“FCP’s”) onto National Programmes (“NP’s”) which are now expected to be the primary tool for many food businesses. It is our understanding that the requirements of the NP’s are expected to be less regulatory intensive than the FCP’s. 
The FGC wishes to raise the following points in relation to the Paper:
· The FGC supports the current Government’s regulatory reform programme and the concept of redrafting the Bill to enable businesses to face less intensive regulatory burdens whilst at the same time manufacturing safe and suitable products;

· The FGC believes that it is essential that full consultation with all relevant parties shall take place in respect of any regulations that may be suggested as a result of the Bill;
· The FGC submits that a single register should be implemented so that all businesses have access to the same register and do not have to register more than once if they operate in more than one territorial authority; and
· The FGC is supportive of the concept of performance-based verification that remains available under the Bill.
The FGC is very interested in the results of the Paper and wishes to remain aware of any developments as and when they occur.
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